HOME'S MANIFESTO

obsolescence which they have themselves allowed to develop in
their years of office.

It will be very hard to persuade the public that their change
of heart is now genuine. Just as Mr Macmillan was the natural
leader of a Britain that was congratulating itself on "never
having had it so good", so Mr Wilson is the natural leader of
a Britain that has at last set its course towards reform and
radical change.

A great surge of promises for future expenditure and a sud-
den conversion to planning do not really constitute a policy of
modernisation at all. It is hard to take Neddy seriously when
one knows, for example, that the Beeching Plan for the rail-
ways, involving major decisions about public investment in a
basic industry, was never submitted to Neddy at all. If plan-
ning is to have any real meaning it must be comprehensive.
Again, regional development means little if it only applies to
areas of unemployment. The congestion of the Midlands and
the South offers just as much evidence of bad planning as the
desolation of Scotland and the North-East

Moreover, it is not just our policies that are now obsolete
but our institutions as well. The present machinery of national
and local government and the process of decision-making by
those in authority is clumsy beyond belief. Our legal system
is creaking, and our educational structure is out of date. On
these points, the Government is significantly silent.

What Britain needs today it more than modernisation. It
needs regeneration. What is wrong is that so much talent is
wasted and so many opportunities are missed because people
arc not able to develop their full potential* The regeneration
of Britain can only be achieved by releasing energy now
bottled up by outdated traditions ajid methods and the main-
tenance of obsolete privileges. If Britain is to be made an
exciting country m which to live, the Government has got to
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